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Egyptian Mortuary Texts

Introduction: Written by priests, ancient Egyptian mortuary texts were inscribed on the tomb walls to appeal to the gods to permit the deceased to proceed to the afterlife. These three mortuary texts—the first for the pharaoh Teti and the other two from standard texts—date from the Old (2575-2150 BCE), Middle (1975-1640 BCE) and New Kingdoms (1520-1075 BCE). Over the course of Egyptian history, access afterlife became grew ever more widespread—first for pharaohs and their immediate families, then for high officials and aristocrats, and finally for all Egyptians. Indeed, the fact that mortuary texts became standardized indicates that access to the afterlife was becoming available to ever more Egyptians over the two millennia of the various kingdoms of ancient Egyptian history.�
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Questions:

What in these texts indicate the increasing popularization of mortuary texts, that is, their availability to widening strata of ancient Egyptians?

What can we learn from these texts about how Egyptians were expected to live their mortal lives?�


